
 
 
AROUND THE TABLE WITH POPE FRANCIS -   
a place and a voice for the poor   
 
Inclusion and responding to the plight of the marginalised are core priorities of the Gospel and the Christian 
vision for the world. In Jesus’ footsteps, our mission is to be the loving, compassionate and inclusive face of the 
Divine to all we meet. 
 
Personal conversion towards living and advocating for a ‘preferential option for the poor’, is an essential journey 
for all Christians. Pope Francis has modelled this conversion in his own life, and this has led him to champion a 
Church of and for the poor and marginalised. He wants a Church that strives ceaselessly to tell the poor and 
excluded that God loves them and that the Gospel is good news for them as well. 
 
We believe that our response to the plight of the poor should not be limited to generous acts but rather, a 
commitment to advocating for a more just social  
order for all. Authenticity in mission is measured by resolve within our communities to embrace solidarity with 
the excluded ones. Authenticity is won through commitment to inclusion and service to the disenfranchised. 
 
 
 
OUR LECTURER 
Dr Wayne Tinsey 
  
Wayne currently is the Global Ambassador for Edmund Rice Education  
Beyond Borders, an international community of some 250 schools, dedicated to justice, liberation and an option 
for the marginalised. 
 
He recently retired as 
 the Executive Director of Edmund Rice Education Australia,  
 a network of Catholic schools spanning every state and territory  
 of Australia.  
Earlier in his career, he was  
 Director of Schools in the Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle,  
 Director of the Catholic Institute of Western Australia, and  
 Professor and Assistant Dean of Education at the University of Notre Dame in Fremantle.  
 
Over many years he has been a frequent visitor to India and South America where he has led many immersion 
groups. 
 
 
 
IN HONOUR OF 
Fr John Wallis (1910-2001) 
 
The annual lecture honours the memory and spirit of the Archdiocese of Hobart priest, Fr John Wallis, who 
founded the Missionary Sister of Service in Launceston in 1944. Two Sisters still live in Hobart. This year marks 
the 20th anniversary of the death of Fr John who is lovingly remembered and admired as a pastoral visionary, a 
great listener, a man of deep prayer with a keen mind, a compassionate heart and peaceful spirit. 
 
Highways and Byways - a community of Service has been established to  
continue the mission and spirit of the Missionary Sisters of Service into the  
future. As the Sisters were founded to ‘go beyond’, its ministry is those on today’s margins. 


