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Highways and Byways – A Community of Service continues the work of the Missionary Sisters of Service (MSS) reaching out in
hope and love to people socially and geographically isolated, strengthening community relationships and networks, developing
leadership and empowering people to meet the challenges that confront them. Since 1944 the MSS have travelled vast distances
to reach people in all kinds of places and situations, and support those on the margins: geographically, culturally, spiritually, socially
and economically. 

Each year, the Highways and Byways Small Grants Program focusses on an aspect of rural and regional disadvantage where small
communities and small grants can make a big difference. 

OUR SMALL GRANTS PROGRAM

In 2020, our Small Grants Program theme was 'Nourishing our Land and Our Communities' in recognition of the
interconnectedness of all living things on our fragile planet. Grants were open to communities in rural and regional Australia
where the MSS have lived and worked, for projects that promoted sustainability, built resilience, valued our resources and
supported vulnerable communities.

Seventeen grants totaling $24,058 were provided for projects in Queensland, New South Wales, South Australia and Tasmania.
These projects reflected a broad spectrum of activity, ranging from support for rural community leaders through skills and
networking, support for vulnerable community members through gardening programs, a food program, a new Men’s Shed,
programs that encouraged socialisation and creative pursuits in the face of adversity, and even environmental restoration and land
rehabilitation initiatives.

These project showcased the very best of rural, regional and remote communities, especially the dedication of volunteers and the
foresight and vision of local organisations who are committed to enhancing the lives of those who call rural and regional Australia
home.

REFLECTING AND RESPONDING TO THE
CHALLENGES OF 2020
2020 was a year like none other. Persistent drought and savage bushfires affected
large parts of the nation, and a global health pandemic saw local communities
locked down by authorities to contain the spread of Covid19.

Highways and Byways grant recipients took these challenges in their stride,
demonstrating flexibility, resilience, and a high level of commitment to delivering
their projects for their communities. Some projects were adapted in response to
stay at home directives, others were redesigned. Some were simply delayed.
Project managers and participants must be congratulated for their willingness to
persevere in the face of such adversity and uncertainty.

Highways and Byways is pleased to release its final report on the 2020 Small
Grants Program, showcasing the efforts and achievements of its funding
recipients nation-wide.

We thank our donors and contributors for making this program possible. 

Highways and Byways - A
Community of Service 
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Not to scale . Locations approximate .
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QUEENSLAND
1. INTERCONNECTION
WARWICK ARTISTS GROUP INC
Warwick, South East Queensland
$850

Following years of devastating drought, the Warwick Artist
Group felt that the 30th anniversary celebrations of its regional
gallery was the perfect opportunity to showcase how the
community perceives its strengths. 

The result was ‘Interconnection’, a collaborative art installation
based on the theme of community connectedness – reflecting
the linkages, networks, relationships and environment which
are characteristic of rural life - exhibited between 4 September
– 24 October 2020. 

Members of the Art Group, school children, potters and a group
of painters with special needs were among those that
contributed to the installation after working closely with Group
artists. 

The Warwick Men’s Shed also came on board to build a display
structure consisting of a series  of 45 joined boxes of varying 

sizes. Each box contained an individual painting, drawing or
three-dimensional work. Artists as young as three years old
even contributed .

Funding from Highways and Byways was used for art materials
and gallery costs.

While the Southern Downs region was sheltered from the
worst of the Covid19 crisis, the exhibition was delayed by
several months, and subsequently occurred with Covid19 safety
protocols in place. The artists were also required to complete
their works at home, rather than in a group setting, and missed
the useful critique and camaraderie that comes from
interaction with peers in a group setting. 

According to Group member Jill Birtwistle one of the
unexpected outcomes of Interconnection was a renewed
interest in the activities of the Warwick Artist Group, which
celebrates its 60th anniversary in 2022.

ARTIST

"My box is dedicated to the many volunteers who 'make a difference' working together
tirelessly in our district and community. They are the jewels in our community". 



Granite Belt Support Services (GBSS) is an NDIS provider of therapy, recreation,
and day services for people with a physical or mental disability. Located in
Stanthorpe in the Southern Downs region of Queensland, its clients and support
workers have experienced first-hand the devastating effects of both drought and
bushfire over several years. 

The Eco Friendly Vegetable Garden project resurrected a once functional
outdoor garden destroyed by drought into an eco-friendly, sustainable vegetable
garden. The garden now includes two large, high walled beds, one wheelchair
friendly bed and several pot plants. It has been planted with a range of produce
including strawberries, broccoli, silverbeet, carrots, zucchini, snow peas,
capsicum and lettuce.

GBSS clients were engaged in both theoretical and practical aspects of the
garden’s restoration. This included planning, budgeting, design, purchasing,
construction and planting, and garden maintenance using sustainable practices,
including water and food scrap recycling. Produce harvested from the garden
was also used to prepare meals shared at the GBSS venue. 

Clients and their support workers chose garden tasks aligned with personal
NDIS goals, such as watering plants, weeding beds, monitoring pests, and
returning equipment to the shed after use. 

GBSS clients also visited the local community garden to compare it with their
garden, gain further inspiration and share their knowledge with community
garden members and visitors.

Anna McCouat of GBSS noted that as an outcome of the project many of its
clients are now feeling so confident in their new knowledge and skills that they
are proudly sharing it with their peers, family and members of the wider
community. 

The wider community was also supportive of the project, with a local sand and
gravel business donating rich soil for the garden beds. 

The onset of the Covid19 pandemic and associated safety requirements led to
some project modifications. Plans to involve client families and carers for
example, in the garden were quashed. Instead, a photo slide show to share
outcomes was prepared and shown in the Centre's front reception area.

Funding from Highways and Byways contributed to garden beds, equipment,
materials and seeds.

ANNA MCCOUAT,  GBSS

“We were thrilled at the success and richness of this project. We
saw such enthusiastic engagement, learning and togetherness

as the project progressed through its stages”.

SUPPORT WORKER

"It was beautiful to see clients engaging so enthusiastically with
all phases of the project. Seeing people of all abilities working

together, smiling and learning was a pleasure".
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2. SUSTAINABLE ECO FRIENDLY VEGETABLE
GARDEN
GRANITE BELT SUPPORT SERVICE
Stanthorpe, Queensland 
$900



The community of Kilkivan is one step closer to its new Veteran's
and Men's Shed opening. Its small grant from  Highways and
Byways was used to connect a new shed to electricity, so that its
fit out with facilities and equipment for the Men’s Shed (pictured
below) could be finalised. Installation of electricity was not a
straightforward process however.   Changing requirements of
the local Council with regards to power source locations
necessitated the reinstallation of the power box. A small
generator was used to progress internal works, such as work
benches, to limit construction delays.

Kilkivan is a small township 50 kilometres from Gympie in
eastern Queensland with few services for residents. Many are
ageing, and isolation and persistent drought have left a legacy,
impacting the wellbeing and resources of the community.

The Men’s Shed will provide a safe place for both men and 

Wallangarra is a small town of 385 people in the Southern
Downs region of Queensland. It has suffered both fires and
drought in recent times, and is a small town struggling to
survive, let alone thrive.

The Water Tank and Garden Project is an initiative of the
Wallangarra and Jennings Progress Association Inc. A new
water tank, funded by the Tenterfield Shire Council, has been
installed off the local village hall to provide water to a soon to
be established native and indigenous plant and vegetable
garden. Highways and Byways funding has been used to
purchase new sleepers which will be used to edge the new
garden. 

women of the immediate and wider community to come
together to develop and share their skills in woodwork, metal
work and small engine repairs. Its kitchen will be available to the
community during emergencies in the area, and an office area
will provide space for wellbeing services such as financial advice
and emotional support. It will also be there as a venue for locals
to pop in to share a cup of tea and something to eat, especially
after appointments at the town’s medical centre, which is
located on in the same site. Members will also provide a range of
community services, including the support of vulnerable locals
with work like mowing, gardening and small building projects. 

Opening of the Men’s Shed is imminent, with the Association is
awaiting Council approval on its new disability accessible car
park, the final step in its development journey.

 

3. ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION 
KILKIVAN VETERAN'S AND COMMUNITY MEN'S SHED 
Kilkivan, Queensland
$2,758

4. WATER TANK AND GARDEN 
WALLANGARRA AND JENNINGS PROGRESS ASSOCIATION INC  
Wallangarra, Queensland
$1,900

A community working bee will be held at a later date to
complete the plantings when the climate is more suitable.

The association plans to focus on native and indigenous species
such as Davidson's Plum, lemon myrtle, finger limes, bulbine,
native cress and Australian sea celery plus the native herbs.
These varieties have been chosen because of their culinary
uniqueness which could promote financial sustainability for the
village in the long term given the potential to sell at the local
market and to cellar doors and restaurants in the area.

The project is viewed by community as an opportunity to
encourage and promote resilience in the face of ongoing
adiversity.
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Frogsafe is a not for profit, volunteer led organisation working for
frog and natural environment conservation in far north
Queensland. 

Its Restoration of World Heritage Neighbour Acreage Property
project rehabilitated a 2 acre property adjoining a World Heritage
area by removing all invasive weeds and replanting with
wildlife/insect food plants. The enhancements will maximise
breeding support for local frog species and provide a chemical-free
sanctuary for wildlife and insects. The inclusion of beehives and bee
food plants will boost declining bee populations.

Highways and Byways funding contributed to the cost of a
contractor to remove the invasive species, small equipment, and
bee boxes.

DEBORAH PERGOLOTT I ,  FROG SAFE  INC

"This property was crying out to be healed when we moved in. Spikey weeds

everywhere choking out the native trees and heaps of man-made stuff buried

under the ground weeds. This grant made all the difference in being able to

pay someone with the right machinery to pull out the nasties and clear those

spaces for tree planting by volunteers. Thanks so much!".

5. RESTORATION OF 'WORLD HERITAGE
NEIGHBOUR' ACREAGE PROPERTY 
FROGSAFE INC
Carmoo, Queensland
$1,600
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An excavator attended the site and removed over five truckloads of
weeds - mostly wait-a-while and bramble. A significant amount of
man-made garbage was uncovered and subsequently removed –
everything from hosing to tyres, plastics, beer bottles, and even a
dune buggy!

The removal of these weeds opened up new spaces that were
planted up with cassowary food trees and flowering shrubs to feed
bees. A series of community working bees assisted with planting,
preparing new garden beds for new frog ponds, and further hand
weeding. Frogsafe acknowledges that volunteers are hard to find
locally. 

The group also incorporated cyclone-preparation tasks into the
overall property restoration. Managing the flow of water through
the sloped property has been a priority. The removal of the wait-a-
while weeds will ensure that any future wet season/cyclone clean-
up will be significantly safer.

The project site is located in the Mission Beach region of
Queensland. This area is one of limited employment opportunities.
Frogsafe provides a work experience environment for those
interested in revegetation/landscaping.

Frogsafe has applied to have the property listed as a wildlife
sanctuary under Humane Society International's Wildlife Trust. If
this succeeds, it is anticipated that having formal 'status' for the
property will entice more locals to come and continue the tree
planting and routine maintenance.



NEW SOUTH WALES 

A two-day workshop provided six women from isolated
communities of the Weemelah-Moree region of New South Wales
with the opportunity to come together to design and create several
pieces of silver jewellery. 

With the Australian landscapes as their inspiration, the women
were taught by a professional silversmith how to use various tools
and processes to cut, shape and mould the silver intro rings,
bangles, earrings, and necklaces. 

The workshop, which was organised by the Weemalah branch of
the Country Women’s Association took place over the weekend of
26-27 September 2020.

Weemelah is a town of 140 people in far north New South Wales,
which has endured over eight years of sustained drought. 

For women who live in rural and remote parts of Australia, getting
together to socialise can be difficult. More so if they want to learn a
new skill or explore new creative interests. This workshop provided
an opportunity for the participants that would not otherwise be
available to them. It also allowed them to briefly step away from the
stresses of their lives, meet new people and make new friends. 

CWA member Libby McPhee reported that the impact of the
Covid19 pandemic added to the isolation women in this region were
experiencing. “After an extensive period of being isolated because
of the Covid pandemic, it was wonderful for women to get together.
Being creative and stepping outside the usual world was so
invigorating and motivating”. 

Highways and Byways funding contributed to the cost of engaging
a tutor to facilitate the workshops, to hire of a local hall, and to silver
and jewellery making materials.
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6. SILVER JEWELLERY MAKING WORKSHOP IN THE
AUSTRALIAN LANDSCAPES 
COUNTRY WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF NSW - WEEMELAH
BRANCH 
Weemelah, New South Wales
$1,000
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ICPA is a voluntary, non-profit, parent body dedicated to
ensuring all geographically isolated children’s educational
needs and aspirations are not disadvantaged because of where
they live. 

The scope and outcomes of its Maintaining Wellness and
Connection in Isolated Communities in Difficult Times project
were modified due to the implications of the Covid19 pandemic.
ICPA originally intended to work with health and wellness
enterprise The Write Road to host a series of workshops for
parents around Ivanhoe and Balranald focused on writing as a
tool for health, healing and stress management. But a quick
pivot  saw the project evolve into something more. The
workshops went online and branched out to support health,
education and community service leaders who work with
families in this region to enhance their use of digital
communication technology. 

Two sessions in June 2020 focused on providing health,
education, and community service leaders with training in the
safe and efficient use of technology, particularly Zoom video
conferencing, and social media as engagement tools. It also
included writing for wellbeing during times of isolation. 
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8. MAINTAINING WELLNESS & CONNECTION IN ISOLATED
COMMUNITIES IN DIFFICULT TIMES  
ISOLATED CHILDREN'S PARENTS ASSOCIATION (ICPA)
Hatfield, New South Wales 
$800

KATHLEEN  HARR IS ,  ICPA  BALRANALD

"As President of the largest branch in the State, this training gave me the confidence to run our meetings on Zoom

and to encourage others to overcome their reluctance to meeting in a digital space”. 

Remoteness and lack of access to services can present many
challenges for families in this region, and online technologies
can provide new and creative ways to stay connected. 

ICPA’s President Kathleen Harris reported that the training gave
her the confidence to run her meetings on Zoom and to
encourage others to overcome their reluctance to meeting in a
digital space. 

She also noted that one health professional in Balranald had
been planning to run a group for isolated mothers in the region
but had been reluctant to do so online.  As an outcome of these
workshops, the health worker indicated that she felt sufficiently
confident in the use of Zoom to facilitate a safe and welcoming
space for new mums online, and to deal with unexpected
events, such as the interruption of meetings by children. She
now also believes that by supporting the women to manage the
technology themselves, they will be to be able to take carriage
of their meetings moving forward to stay engaged and
connected as they navigate the ongoing challenges of
parenting in isolated communities. 

Highways and Byways funding covered the cost of the project
and writing facilitator.
 

PART IC IPANT

"This group has been fantastic. It’s allowed things to unfold that wouldn’t have been possible if we had been a

larger, less personal group”. 

Carinda is a small town of 158 in northern New South Wales
which has been adversely affected by prolonged drought: its
trees have died, and the once green sports oval is now dusty
and dry. The oval has been central to town life, used by the local
school for its athletics events, by several local sports clubs, and
by various community groups for events and concerts. It has
also been the main camp site for visitors. However, these uses
have slowly stopped as the grass and trees have died.

The Greening our Oval project is a youth led community
initiative that will involve students and their families in the
planting of trees to rehabilitate Carinda’s sports oval precinct. A
plaque will be placed next to each tree with the student’s
name, thereby creating ownership, and to serve as a long-term

 

reminder of the project. The local school has also agreed to
include the monitoring of the trees in its curriculum.

Project implementation is dependent on the local Council
installing water pipe and taps around the oval so that the trees
will flourish once planted. This may still be some months away.

Highways and Byways funding will be used to purchase trees.
The wider Carinda community – including the local rugby and
sewing groups, the Police and Citizens organisation, playgroup,
and racing club - are committed to the project, donating funds
towards the cost of trees, and contributing time to prepare the
earth for planting. 

 

7. GREENING OUR OVAL (IN PROGRESS)
CARINDA SEWING GROUP
Carinda, NSW
$2,000



SOUTH AUSTRALIA
9. QUILTS FOR BUSHFIRE AND DROUGHT
VICTIMS 
CLEVER COUNTRY QUILTERS 
Cleve, South Australia
$450

The Quilts for Bushfire and Drought Victims project was an initiative of a
group of volunteer quilters in Cleve, a small town on the central Eyre
Peninsula in South Australia. 

Twenty quilters aged between 25 and 80 met weekly in the local RSL Hall
to make ten quilts to distribute to people who lost everything in the
2019/20 bushfires,. The women also used the remnants from these quilts
to make quilts, toiletry bags and Santa Sacks for Backpacks4SAKids, bib-
style clothing protectors for some residents at the local aged care home,
and isolette covers for premature and ill babies in the neonatal unit of the
Lyell McEwin Hospital. 

The project has also been beneficial to many of the quilters, enabling
them to be part of a positive and engaging community initiative. Quilter
Carmel Baxter reported that meeting weekly to create quilts helped build
a sense of community, and community spirit. The participants all
especially love sewing and making and donating quilts to those in need. 

Funding from Highways and Byways has contributed to the cost of
purchasing materials and wadding.
 

TASMANIA 

The Kentish Kids Garden Club project established a regular after-school
gardening program, as well as school holiday activities at Kentish House
Glenhaven and Family Care Centre.  

This region has an above average population of young people and high
levels of youth unemployment. 

The program engaged children and their families in weekly sessions
facilitated by a regular volunteer, where they grew a range of flowers,
fruits and vegetables, including beetroot and carrots. Attendees were also
encouraged to apply the skills learned in these sessions to create their
own edible gardens at home.
 
The classes encouraged participants to develop self-confidence in the
garden and promoted environmental awareness and self-sufficiency.
Participants also developed new social networks in their local community. 

Some delays in project implementation occurred due to the implications
of Covid19, along with the need for site preparation works.  Highways and
Byways funding was used for gardening materials, plants and seeds. 

 

10. KENTISH KIDS GARDEN CLUB  
KENTISH HOUSE AND GLENHAVE FAMILY CARE
Sheffield, Tasmania
$750
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11. FOOD FOR ALL
LIVE WELL TASMANIA 
Wynyard, Tasmania
$1,550

MICHELLE ,  ACT ING OPERAT IONS MANAGER GROW GATHER  G IVE  INC

“The offer by Live Well Tasmania couldn’t have come at a better time... Live Well Tasmania has provided us with enough

seedlings to ensure that we have sufficient fresh produce to add to our free food hampers and we have been very happy with

the quality and variety… We look forward to continue working with Live Well Tasmania towards greater food security

particularly for disadvantaged people’. 

The Wynyard Early Learning Centre, to be grown in the
toddler’s area and used in children’s meals. Excess produce
was provided to families in need.
St Brigid’s Primary School for use in its vegetable garden to
grow for the local Vinnies food van. The van provides hot
meals to disadvantaged people in Wynyard and Burnie, two
evenings per week.

A year 11 student from the local high school volunteered each
week to propagate and care for the seedlings. In return, Live
Well Tasmania arranged a maths tutor to assist in his studies. 

Despite lower than anticipated volunteer numbers due to
Covid19, the project did promote greater collaboration between
organisations in addressing food disadvantage, particularly
between Live Well Tasmania, Grow Gather Give and the local
permaculture group. 

Funds from Highways and Byways were used for plant
materials, transport, and project administration costs.
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Grow Gather Give, a volunteer run farm that provides food
relief in north-west Tasmania. This organisation provides 100-
200 hampers per week to communities in need in Burnie,
Wynyard and surrounding areas. 

Food for All was an initiative of Live Well Tasmania, a not-for-
profit community organisation based in Wynyard in north
western Tasmania. It aims to advance the health and wellbeing
of the local community, particularly youth.

Initially, the project was to incorporate a series of workshops
related to local sustainable/regenerative
agriculture/permaculture for people interested in providing low
cost or free food to those who cannot afford decent food.

In responding to the Covid19 situation, the project was
refocussed on providing food security for disadvantaged
members of the community. Vegetable and herb seedlings,
including over 100 tomato seedlings and around 30 trays of
seedling punnets, were grown and supplied to a number of
local organisations, including:
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Todd Dudley, North East Bioregional Network’s President,
who spoke of its project - the largest of its kind in Tasmania
- to restore pine plantation at Skyline Tier to native forest,
and the economic and social benefits which can result from
environmental restoration initiatives.
James Aronson outlined the work of the EcoHealth
Network to link public health research and interventions
with restoration projects across Australia and New Zealand. 
Mark Bachmann of Nature Glenelg Trust outlined wetland
creation and restoration works in South Australia and
Victoria. 
Landcare Tasmania’s Peter Stronach addressed the
importance of engaging and involving local communities in 

In late September 2020 over 160 people convened online for
the ‘Scaling Up Ecosystem Restoration Webinar’ coordinated
by North Eastern Bioregional Network. Its objective was to
explore ecological restoration and the need to scale up
initiatives throughout the United Nations declared Decade of
Ecosystem Restoration (2021-2030).  

The Ecological Restoration Green Job Guarantee Symposium
project was initially intended as a community event featuring
expert speakers followed by a field trip to inspect ecological
restoration projects in north-eastern Tasmania. However, the
onset of the Covid-19 pandemic required a change of tact, and
an online international event evolved. Hosted by former
politician and environmental advocate Christine Milne AO, the
webinar featured a line-up of Australian and International
speakers who covered a wide range of ecological restoration
perspectives, principles and project. These included:

Journalist and author Paddy Woodworth joined the Webinar
from Ireland to advocate for greater recognition of the
Society for Ecological Restoration’s (SER) international
standards for ecological restoration. 
Dr. Tein McDonald, SER member and President of the
Australian Association of Bush Regeneration shared her
experience developing Australian standards and the content
of both these and the international approach.
Keith Bradby spoke of the planning and implementation of
large-scale land management efforts across Western
Australia’s Gondwana Link. 
Restoration ecologist Dr Anita Wild discussed her work
scoping the benefits of the restoration of Tasmania’s Lake
Pedder.
Gary Howling from Great Eastern Ranges outlined its project
to link and restore habitat across 3,600 kilometers of eastern
Australia. 

restoration projects, due to their local knowledge, networks and
commitment. 

Webinar participants reported that they felt there was a great
arrangement of speakers who covered a wide range of
viewpoints. It was noted that the growth of ecological
restoration efforts is vital not only through the next decade, but
well beyond to preserve the wellbeing of the Earth. Highways
and Byways funding was used to engage event coordination
expertise. 

The webinar is available for viewing at:
https://www.landcaretas.org.au/report_scaling_up_ecosystem_w
ebinar

 

12. ECOLOGICAL RESTORATION GREEN JOB
GUARANTEE SYMPOSIUM 
North East Bioregional Network 
St Helens, Tasmania 
$1,200
 

13. RAINWATER TANK FOR DELORAINE COMMUNITY
GARDEN 
DELORAINE COMMUNITY HOUSE  
Tasmania
$1,200

Deloraine Community House used its Highways and Byways
grant to part-fund the purchase and installation of a new 11,250
Litre tank to collect rainwater for use in its Community Garden.
The local Council provided the remaining balance of funds. 

Deloraine is a rural area with mixed community, ranging from
historical families who have lived in the area for several
generations to newly arrived families and individuals from
Asian and refugee countries. Deloraine has a growing
component of homelessness and low socio- economic
hardship.

The Community House garden provides assistance to families
and individuals through provision of free/low-cost fresh produce
and meals. It also provides social interaction for community
members of various ages who have little to no other social outlet
due to mental illness, disability, social anxiety etc, by providing a
space that promotes and allows interaction at a self-led pace. It
is also regularly visited by local child and aged care centres and
special needs schools. 

The inclusion of a rainwater tank will improve the sustainability
of the garden through regular supply, and will reduce the
reliance on chlorinated town water.

Highways and Byways - A
Community of Service 

https://www.landcaretas.org.au/report_scaling_up_ecosystem_webinar


DIGnity Supported Community Gardening (DIGnity) is a not-for-
profit, therapeutic, supported gardening program that operates
in southeast Tasmania. Its model aims to be inclusive of the most
vulnerable people in the community, who may be socially
isolated due to mental health issues, physical disabilities, grief, or
cognitive impairments. It offers programs to people from the
local aged care home and from the community. All activities
involve meaningful work and are done together with support.

DIGnity’s Community Garden at Nubeena has had an upgrade to
be more inclusive of people with dementia, and so that all the
locals have a chance to stop and smell, touch, taste and pick the
herbs and flowers. People who are living with dementia face
multiple physical and cognitive challenges which can make it
difficult for them to move around, engage in and feel
comfortable in a public space such as a community garden.

A row of espaliered apple trees with sensory plants as an
understory have been planted along the curve of the existing
(but overgrown) wheelchair accessible garden path. It will still be 

14. CREATING A DEMENTIA FRIENDLY GARDEN
DIGnity SUPPORTED COMMUNITY GARDENING INC 
Nubeena, Tasmania
$1,100

a couple of years before people can enjoy the apple orchard
whose branches are being trained to grow flat along a path,
supported on wire.  The new garden bed includes flowers and
herbs selected for their colour, smell and edibility, such as
marigolds, lavender and sage.  An additional feature of the
garden is the pizza oven and people involved in the DIGnity
program are invited to make a pizza using produce from the
garden.

Program coordinator Hannah Fielder reported that the design of
the garden means that it is a very welcoming and accessible
space for everyone in the community, including children. DIGnity
really wants the activities it offers to be inter-generational, rather
than strictly limited to those with dementia.

Planting and redevelopment was completed under COVID
restrictions in mid 2020, and as much of the work was done in
working bees during regular supported gardening sessions as
was feasible. Highways and Byways funding contributed to trees,
plants, construction materials and landscaping.

JACK  WEBB ,  COMMUNITY  GARDEN PROJECT  EDUCAT ION OFF ICER ,  NUBEENA

“The inclusive apple orchard has proved to be a great point of interest in the garden. It is a key talking point, for people of all ages - often

the older people who use the path with their walking frames during our DIGnity gardening sessions will reminisce about growing fruit trees.

This installation has added a lot to our Community Garden and it looks beautiful”. 
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15. COMMUNITY AND PARISH CONNECTIONS -
COMMUNAL GARDEN BED
CATHOLIC CARE TASMANIA 
South Hobart, Tasmania
$2,000

FR  M ICHAEL  TATE ,  SOUTH  HOBART  PAR ISH  

"Dear Parishoners, Please wander down to the area outside the hall and apartments to be amazed and delighted

with the gardens… The work done is of the highest standard and far exceeds my expectations. It is possible to sit

on the edge of the gardens or on the cleverly constructed seating… I hope that you, and the residents and other

members of the South Hobart community can take a moment to enjoy this wonderful space" 

The Community and Parish Connections – Communal
Garden Bed Project Is an initiative of Catholic Care Tasmania,
Centrecare Evolve Housing and the South Hobart Parish. 

The project involved the construction of a communal garden
on parish owned land outside a social housing complex,
“Buenos Aires”. These apartments provide accommodation
for women over 55 who are unable to afford private rental
market housing costs.  The garden has been planted with a
range of edible herbs and plants for residents to use.

A significant contributing factor to disadvantage for people
who are homeless or live in social housing is social isolation. 
 The new garden, which replaces an unsightly and unused
carpark, now provides a peaceful and beautiful space for
contemplation and productivity, and sense of community for
residents, parishioners, and local people.

Tenants, parishioners and staff from Catholic Care and
Centacare Evolve Housing, totaling 40 in all, volunteered time
to be involved in community consultations, design
discussions and gathering in-kind and donor support for the
project. 

Project manager Belinda Clarke from CatholicCare Tasmania
reported that this process successfully connected residents
and parishioners, and that tenants have even attended a
range of parish events. 

Funding from Highways and Byways was used to purchase
wicking garden beds and native plants. 

The onset of the Covid19 pandemic and local Council
planning processes resulted in some delays in the completion
of the project. An official launch of the new garden is planned
for October 2021. 
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Highways and Byways - A
Community of Service 



The Fingal Valley Community Garden, situated at Fingal’s Neighbourhood
House (FVNH) has been rejuvenated with new plants to improve its
productivity, and a concreate path and driveway to improve accessibility.

The Community garden provides opportunities for locals to work in the
garden, an activity that encourages people to come together socially for a
productive purpose. It now also provides regular work for two local
volunteers who maintain the beds and surrounds.

Produce from the garden is included in food parcels created and
distributed by the FVNH to disadvantaged and struggling families in the
community, providing them with access to fresh fruits and vegetables for
nutritious meals. Produce is also used in cooking classes offered by the
House.

Fingal Valley is located in north-eastern Tasmania. It is a rural locality with
some mining activity within proximity. It has experienced extended periods
of drought. The FVNH services a broad catchment, including the towns of
Fingal, Mangana, Avoca, St. Marys, Mathinna and Cornwall.

Funding from Highways and Byways contributed towards the cost of
plants and gardening equipment. 
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16. COMMUNITY GARDEN 
FINGAL VALLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD HOUSE
Fingal, Tasmania
$1,500
  

Copping Community Care (CCC) provides food and clothing to
disadvantaged members of its community. Copping is a rural community
of around 185, approximately 40km east of Hobart. It has very few support
services and no public transport.  The area has experienced ongoing
drought and is recovering from bushfire.

CCC is committed to reducing both its environmental footprint and food
waste. Each week it rescues excess food from local shops and
supermarkets which it then supplies to people in need through its
community pantry and care boxes. It also uses this food to prepare ready-
made meals for locals who are unable to cook for themselves. This
includes new mothers, bereaved families, people who are unwell and
injured and those experiencing financial hardship. The need for meals is
high and until now, the Centre has struggled to meet demand.

However, support from Highways and Byways enabled CCC to purchase
and install a new 90cm gas cooktop oven and rangehood in the care
centre kitchen, to replace a small and unreliable stove. 

Since the installation of the new cooker, the Centre has attracted an
experienced cook, and is now able to increase both the quality and
quantity of the meals it prepares in support of its local community. 

 

KR ISTY  BUJORA ,  COPP ING COMMUNITY  CARE  

“We would like to thank Highways and Byways for the opportunity given

through this grant. Our kitchen is very important to our centre. Our new

stove has given us the ability to show more love and care to our

community through ready made meals than we would have been able to

previously. It has been such a blessing”. 

17. FEED & SUPPORT OUR COMMUNITY  
COPPING COMMUNITY CARE 
Copping, Tasmania
$2,500

 


