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We acknowledge that we inhabit an ancient Land. 
We acknowledge and honor the original peoples, 

who live in distinct aboriginal nations 
as they  treasure and care for this Land.

We commit ourselves to ongoing reconciliation
and our own growth in understanding.
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HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS 
A COMMUNITY OF SERVICE

continues the work of the Missionary Sisters of Service reaching 
out in hope and love to people socially 

and geographically isolated, 
strengthening community relationships and networks, 

developing leadership, 
and empowering people to meet the challenges that confront 

them.

Highways and Byways  continues the work of the John Wallis 
Foundation, named in honour of Fr. John Wallis, 

a Catholic priest who lived and worked in Tasmania, and 
founded 

the Missionary Sisters of Service in 1944.

Highways and Byways – A Community of Service 
PO Box 2075 Rangeview

VIC 3132
P: 03 9873 5520

www.highwaysandbyways.org.au
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FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON 
MARGARET CASEY

Marg Casey 
Chairperson

This year of 2020 has highlighted the flexibility of
Highways and Byways to adapt to our ever-
changing world and all that entails – including a
pandemic, just as the Missionary Sisters of Service
adapted to all that came their way in their mission:
A mission that we are privileged to carry forward.

Celebrations for the 75th anniversary of the MSS
continued throughout the second half of 2019 and
ended with a pilgrimage to Bruny Island in
November, visiting many of the areas in which Fr
John Wallis worked. It was a wonderful celebration
of all things MSS and as a participant, I found the
experience a great way of immersing myself in the
MSS story which underpins the work of Highways
and Byways.

Three John Wallis memorial lectures were held. On
the 13th August 2019, the Melbourne John Wallis
Memorial Lecture, Women of Faith Leading the
Way, was presented by Geraldine Doogue AO in
conversation with Stancea Vichie mss
(Congregational Leader) and Zuleyha Keskin
(Centre for Islamic Studies and Civilization), to a
packed hall at Genazzano FCJ College.

On the 12th September Deborah Kent, CEO and
Principal of Jesuit College of Spirituality presented
the Hobart John Wallis Memorial Lecture -
Continuing the Journey – charitable
engagement with new frontiers.

This year of 2020 has been a huge challenge for
Highways and Byways. Covid-19 required us to
become creative and in order to meet as a Board,
we all became proficient in the use of Zoom as
face-to-face meetings had to be abandoned. We
were, however, fortunate to meet face-to-face for
our annual planning day in February. Even our
small grants program had to be creative with
changes due to Covid restrictions. It has been a
very difficult time for everyone, but I congratulate
our Executive Director, Liz McAloon, for her
dedication to working through all the challenges
presented by Covid-19 and in particular adapting
to working remotely for all our staff.

We welcomed three new Board members this
year: Bernadette Hogan and I joined in September,
with Donna Thompson joining us in February 2020.

Corrie van den Bosch mss a long-standing and
extremely valued member of the Board resigned at
the December meeting. Corrie brought great
wisdom, vision and calm insights to the Board,
gifts which were truly valued, and now very much
missed by the Board.

Donna Thompson resigned in May 2020 and we
thank Donna for her valued contribution to the
Board during that time and wish her well.

In March I was honoured to participate in the
launch of Seeds of Connection, our program in
Roma, Queensland. This is a very significant
program as it is in an area where the MSS have a
history and are still fondly remembered by many
who attended the launch. I was also privileged to
attend the John Wallis Memorial Lecture on 8th

March 2020 in Toowoomba, given by Lindy
Chamberlain-Creighton A Personal Journey of
Faith. It was wonderful to meet two of our H&B
Patrons whilst in Queensland – Bishop Bill Morris
and Mary Wagner AO.

My thanks to all the Directors for their hard work
this year. The three committees, Finance and
Administration, Fundraising and Communications
and the Projects Committee, have all achieved
much under difficult circumstances. Also my
thanks to the Executive Officer and staff who have
had to adapt to new ways of working in the most
challenging time of our lives. And last but not least,
the Missionary Sisters of Service for their continued
support and encouragement.
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE 
OFFICER 

LIZ McALOON

During this year of considerable challenges, which
our Chair Marg Casey has referred to, we have
however achieved some important milestones as
we continue to support rural and regional
communities.

It is a testimony to the adaptability of small
community organisations that we were able to fund
17 projects across rural Australia in the 2020 Small
Grants Program – eight projects in Tasmania, five in
Queensland, three in NSW and one in South
Australia. All those who received funds this year
made changes to the projects to ensure their
communities would be safe during Covid 19.

One great example of redesigning a project due to
the impacts of Covid 19 was the North East
Bioregional Network of Tasmania. They originally
wanted to run an event to showcase local
ecological restoration projects.

Instead they held an online Ecological Symposium,
which enabled them to have interstate and
international presenters. It was a session of many rich
learnings around ecological restoration as a
significant national conversation strategy. It also
highlighted the opportunity to provide local
employment and training in areas of high
unemployment. Highways and Byways provided the
funding to bring the event online.

Many of our 2019 grant recipients have also had to
postpone or readjust their programs – it continues to
be challenging for small community organisations as
the Covid 19 impacts of social isolation and
economic downturn are felt, often exacerbating
what was already a community struggling to stay
alive.

The funds granted in this financial year have taken
the total investment into small communities to more
than $350,000 since the John Wallis Foundation
made its first grant. This is a wonderful figure for such
a relatively small organization. We are continually

indebted to all those who donate funds so that we
can continue to invest in helping communities grow
stronger.

As Marg has mentioned, a major highlight of this
year was the establishment of a longer-term
program in Roma, Queensland. The Highways and
Byways Board has been working towards this for a
number of years. The background work and
discernment with local community members has
been considerable to ensure that the program is
locally driven and owned. We are very delighted to
be working with such quality people as Megan
Brown from Roma and Jen Coggan from Injune.
Seeds of Connection is now flourishing - see page
10.

We are also working towards a longer-term program
in Tasmania where it all began for the Missionary
Sisters of Service. We hope to be able to launch this
program in early 2021. The Hobart Branch of
Highways and Byways have been key to
researching possible community-based initiatives
which fit with the mission of Highways and Byways
and which have potential for long term
sustainability.

Thank you to all who are an important part of the
whole of Highways and Byways – A Community of
Service - the Missionary Sisters of Service, our
Highways and Byways branches, community
volunteers, donors, grant recipients and their
communities, and our wonderful Board and staff.
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OUR 2020 GRANTS 

“NOURISHING OUR LAND 
AND OUR COMMUNITIES”

Greening Our Oval
Carinda Sewing Group Walgett Shire NSW
Pop 158 $2,000

This is a project to involve school students in the
planting of trees at the local oval which has suffered
severely from ongoing drought.

Some rain has arrived in the last few months. The
community, with help from the Shire, is establishing
a watering system at the oval along with exclusion
fencing to make sure trees and grass get the best
possible start and continue to grow and provide
much needed shade and durability.

School Staff have agreed to include monitoring the
trees in the school curriculum, such activities as
measuring, checking on watering etc.

Trees have been sourced from a local grower, and
once the fence is erected planting will commence at
the right time of year.

Silver Jewellery making Workshops in the 
Australian Landscapes
Weemelah Branch of CWA Weemelah NSW  
Pop 140  $1,000

This grant will provide isolated rural women from
very sparsely populated areas with an opportunity to
be inspired by the Australian landscapes to create a
beautiful piece of silver jewellery for themselves
following the cumulative impacts of eight years of
sustained drought in their region.

This is an opportunity for the women to step away
from the stresses of their lives and nourish
themselves for a change.

The workshop was successfully held in September
2020. The group were able to support a local small
business making silver jewellery. Funds contributed
to the cost of silver and jewellery making items. See
page 20 for images.

PROJECTS FUNDED NSW
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Like much of business and community life in
2020, our Small Grants program was
particularly challenged by the impacts of
Covid 19. We were in the process of assessing
grants in March which had to be reviewed in
light of State and Federal pandemic
guidelines and restrictions.

We were mightily impressed that 17 projects
have been able to redefine their project and
proceed in this uncertain time. We have also
given the 2019 grant recipients extra time to
complete their projects as many had
activities running in the first half of 2020
which had to be postponed.

Our theme for 2020 is Nourishing Our Land
and Our Communities with three projects in
NSW, eight in Tasmania, five in Queensland
and one in South Australia, all approaching
this theme in a range of initiatives to benefit
their communities.

Photo courtesy Amanda Freeman

Thank you to all our generous donors
across Australia. In this financial year we
have been able to fund small grants
totalling $24,058.



PROJECTS FUNDED NSW cont’d

Maintaining Wellness and Connection in
Isolated Communities in Difficult Times
ICPA - Isolated Children’s Parents Association
Western NSW. Hatfield – Pop less than 20 people. $800

The original application was for three workshops to
be held at the Hatfield Hall (100kms north of
Balranald) to provide training in writing as a self-
management tool for health, healing and stress
recovery to parents of isolated children living
between Ivanhoe and Balranald.

Due to Covid 19 the project was held via Zoom and
worked a treat, providing education, health and
community services leaders in the region with an
opportunity to skill up in the digital space, to
network and raise awareness about their services
and ideas for the region.
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Interconnection Exhibition – Warwick Artists Group

PROJECTS FUNDED QLD
Interconnection
Warwick Artists Group Inc Warwick, South East
Queensland Pop; 12,000, $850

This is an invitation for community groups and
individuals to contribute to an art installation that
will be part of the thirty year anniversary of the
opening of the Warwick Regional Art Gallery.
Together the Gallery and the Warwick Artists Group
have supported the creative aspirations of the
Southern Downs community for over five decades.
This project will demonstrate the interdependence
of diverse sections of community in difficult times.

Participant in the Eco-Friendly Garden 
Stanthorpe, QLD – see opposite

Participants comments from ICPA Zoom
Workshops

“I know at least 10 people I can help as a result
of what I’ve learned from the participants in
this group.”

"Right up to the start of this meeting I was
thinking ’naaaa, Zoom isn’t for me’ - now I
think it’s a good thing!”

Resurrecting Dirt Patch Eco Friendly Veg
Garden
Granite Belt Support Services GBSS (NDIS
Provider) Stanthorpe Southern Downs Region
QLD Pop: 5,400 $900

This is a disability support service. The original
application was to resurrect a once functional
outdoor garden wiped out by drought into an eco-
friendly, sustainable vegetable garden. The clients
and support workers have experienced first-hand
the devasting effects of the drought on the
community over a number of years. This project will
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provide the centre with an opportunity to educate
their clients about healing and nurturing the land
and using sustainable practices (water recycling,
food scrap recycling) to protect the land into the
future, giving them knowledge that they can apply
and share more broadly in the community.

The program is well under way and they are
showing their great progress to families and
supporters through their Facebook page.

PROJECTS FUNDED QLD cont’d

Electrical Installation to KVC Men's Shed
Kilkivan Gympie Region QLD Pop: 713 $2,758

The original application was for the cost of the
installation of electricity to Kilkivan Veterans &
Community Men's Shed. The volunteer members
have raised the funds to purchase and erect a large
shed according to Gympie Regional Council
specifications.

The volunteer members support many of the older
population of this isolated town in many ways –
transporting them to doctors in Gympie – 100km
round trip, getting medical scripts filled, doing
grocery shopping etc.

The project is progressing well, and the shed now
has five women members and thanks to Highways
and Byways funding will be able to open 5 days a
week.

Kilkivan Men’s Shed

Restoration of 'World Heritage Neighbour'
acreage property
Frogsafe Carmoo QLD Pop: 178 $1,600

The intention of this initiative is to restore the land
health of a property neighbouring a World Heritage
area by removing all invasive weeds, replant with
wildlife/insect food plants, and enhance it to
support wildlife, especially the Southern Cassowary
that visits the property on an almost daily basis. The
enhancements will include maximising breeding
support for local frog species, a chemical-free
sanctuary for wildlife and insects, and the inclusion
of beehives and bee food plants to boost declining
bee populations.

Update from Project Co-Ordinator
Frogsafe
“We have our first working bee of
community members scheduled and
these helpers will be working on the
smaller jobs including clearing the
way so that the contractors can
access one of the worst stands of
wait-a-while and bramble.

We're hoping to have more planting
sessions after the contractor has
cleared out the thorny stuff.”

Water tank and garden
Wallangarra and Jennings Progress
Association Inc. Wallangarra QLD Pop: 385.
$1,900

Wallangarra has suffered both fires and drought in
recent times and is a small town struggling to
survive, let alone thrive.

This application is for funds to install a water tank off
the village hall to provide water to native and
indigenous plants and a vegetable garden with a
'bush tucker' theme.

These plants will then be sold at the local
community market as well as provide a welcome
area of growth and life beside the village hall.

Since receiving the Highways and Byways funds,
they have also received a Drought Assistance grant
to install the water tank.

They will now be able to expand the garden by
using all the Highways and Byways funds on garden
beds, plants, garden materials and tools.



PROJECTS FUNDED TAS

Food For All
Live Well and Permaculture Australia,
Wynyard, A town on the north west coast
between Burnie and Stanley, TAS Pop 5,000
$1,550

The original initiative was to run workshops related
to sustainable and regenerative agriculture /
permaculture for people interested in providing low
cost or free food to those who cannot afford decent
food. Due to Covid 19 they decided instead to grow
seedlings to distribute to those not able to access
them.

The project is going smoothly, with an abundance
of seedlings growing and being delivered to other
community groups that will plant, nurture, harvest
and distribute the resulting produce.

A student from the local high school volunteers and
helps to propagate the seeds and care for the
seedlings.

Five trays of seedlings were recently given to the
Not for Profit organisation ‘Grow Gather Give’ which
gives out between 100 to 200 hampers weekly to
the communities of Burnie, Wynyard and
surrounds.

Ecological Restoration/
Green Job Guarantee Symposium
North East Bioregional Network St Helens
TAS Pop: 2,065 $1,200

The project was to initially host a community event
consisting of expert speakers at a venue followed by
a field trip to inspect ecological restoration projects
in the local area. The aim is to highlight the benefits
of ecological restoration as well as promote the
concept of a Green Job Guarantee program as a
means to unlock opportunities for employment and
training in the field of ecological restoration.

Because of Covid 19 restrictions the organisation
initiated a Zoom Webinar where various ecological
practitioners from around Tasmania, interstate and
internationally, showcased their ecological
restoration projects. They provided information
about their methodologies, challenges and
successes. The event was held on 28th September
and was open to interested community members
and recorded for future use and access. Zoom
enabled many more people to attend with more
than 300 participants!

Images Right: Forest regenerating at Skyline Tier 
Scamander on the north east coast of Tasmania 

after harvesting, burning and weeding. 
This project is the largest ecological restoration 

project in Tasmania, and an impressive example of 
the work North East Bioregional Network is 

undertaking. 

Seedlings grown through the Food For All 
project.

“It’s been so satisfying and humbling to see 
people’s faces light up when offering veggies, 

seedlings and so on." 
Project Volunteer Comment 7



PROJECTS FUNDED TAS cont’d

Rainwater tank
Deloraine Community Garden,
Deloraine Community House TAS Pop: 2,850
$1,200

The Deloraine Community Garden have recently
had a shed added to the infrastructure, and a
rainwater tank to collect water that would otherwise
run to stormwater, now being used on the
community garden. They wish to expand the
garden with use of a further tank. This application is
to purchase a 11,250 Litre tank and provide labour
for a local handyman to construct a base, and to fit
the plumbing to the tank.

The tank has been installed (see below) and they
now have an opportunity to collect rainwater in the
garden that would otherwise run to stormwater.
The centre continues to increase its provision of
food to those in need

Kentish Kids Garden Club
Kentish House & GlenHaven Family Care
Kentish TAS Pop: 6,130 $750

This project aims to address disadvantage through
regular garden club sessions including school
holiday activities at Kentish House Glenhaven and
Family Care Centre. Kentish has an above average
population of young people and high levels of youth
unemployment. Young people and their families will
be involved in learning skills to develop self-
confidence, increased environmental awareness,
food security, self-sufficiency and the fostering of
social networks in their own back yards and in the

community.

Funds will be used for gardening materials, plants
and seeds., commencing in October 2020

DIGnity Supported Community Gardening
Inc Nubeena TAS Pop: 481 $1,100

DIGnity Supported Community Gardening (DIGnity)
aims to make a Community Garden at Nubeena, in
rural Tasmania, more inclusive to people with
dementia.

DIGnity is a model of therapeutic horticulture which
aims to be inclusive of the most vulnerable people
in the community, who may be socially isolated due
to mental health issues, physical disabilities, grief, or
cognitive impairments. They run a fortnightly
therapeutic horticulture program during which a

team of health professionals, garden coordinators
and artists help people of all abilities to engage in
the garden. Each session attracts around 20
participants.

Work on making the Nubeena Community Garden
more dementia-friendly has commenced.

The first stage of this project was the construction
and planting of a row of espaliered apple trees
along the curve of the existing (but overgrown)
wheelchair accessible garden path.

The next stages will involve further minor
landscaping and plenty of planting of edible and
sensory plants. This work will take part in working
bees and supported gardening sessions throughout
the Spring of 2020.

Left :  The youngest volunteer in the DIGnity 
Supported Community Garden 8



PROJECTS FUNDED TAS cont’d

Community Garden
Fingal Valley Neighbourhood House. Fingal is a
small town in the north east of Tasmania. TAS
Pop: 405
$1,500

Funds were granted to employ a part-time
gardener to maintain a community vegetable
garden, to assist the current volunteers and to
expand the garden to better accommodate the
needs of the community.

Fingal has a depressed economy, and high
unemployment. Current circumstances of Covid 19
have seen a rise in community anxiety and
vulnerability.

The program will accommodate safe Covid 19
guidelines to enable some community participation.

Funds will contribute to the part time wage for a
gardener for 24 weeks.

Feed & Support our Community 2020
Acts Community Care Network Copping
Community Care Centre, Copping, A small
town in the south east. TAS Pop: 183 $2,500

Funds were sought to replace a Community Centre
oven with a larger and more functional one to
provide meals for vulnerable community members.

Due to Covid 19 the organisation increased their
community pantry and set up take-away and
delivery, especially for those sick and or self-
isolating.

They are expanding care packages of essential
pantry items, fresh bread, fruit & veg as well as
frozen meals. They are also expanding care
packages of pre-made meals and snacks for those
who are unwell or overwhelmed by their
circumstances.

Their next project is to get a kitchen garden up and
running to expand on the recycling and
composting already taking place. This food will be
used to supplement the rescued food for the pre-
made meal program. The goal is to get as many
healthy vegetable rich meals out to those in need as
possible.

Funds will be used for a freestanding oven and 
cooktop.

Community and Parish Connections –
Communal Garden bed
CatholicCare Tas and St Francis Xavier –
South Hobart Parish TAS $2,000

The project is to build a communal garden on
parish owned land outside a social housing
complex “Buenos Aires” for women over 55 who
are unable to afford private rental market housing
costs. (See image above).

The vision for the garden is to create a peaceful
space out the front of the apartments on an
unused carpark area that allows for
contemplation, productivity and a sense of
community for residents of “Buenos Aires”,
parishioners and local people.

Above :  Free Community Pantry at Copping 
Community Care Centre. 
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PROJECTS FUNDED SA

Quilts for bushfires and drought victims
Clever Country Quilters Cleve SA Pop: 730
$450

This is an initiative from a group of volunteer
quilters in Cleve, a small town on the central Eyre
Peninsula in South Australia to initially supply quilts
to bushfire and drought affected victims.

Their revised application has stated that they
would now like to broaden their reach to any
vulnerable community members as a result of
Covid 19. They have also emphasised the potential
value for the quilters, some of whom are older to be
part of a positive and engaging community
initiative at this isolating time.

Funds have contributed to the purchasing of the
wadding for quilt making, and the Cleve Country
Quilters have been busy creating some beautiful
quilts.

Above right: Cleve Country 
Quilters Carmel Baxter and 

Elaine Crettenden

Above left and opposite :  The 
Silver Jewellry making 

Workshop.
Weemelah Branch of CWA 

Weemelah NSW  (see Page 4)
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SEEDS OF CONNECTION
ROMA QUEENSLAND

In our last Annual Report we mentioned that work
had begun to develop a longer term community-
based program for Highways and Byways in Roma,
Queensland.

Much has happened since then and we were
delighted to launch Seeds of Connection on Tuesday
10th March in Roma, in what was probably the only
week we could have launched this program as Covid
19 lockdowns and restrictions started the following
week.

Seeds of Connection is a program of activities,
support and connection to plug the gaps for those
struggling in the community. Highways and Byways
is partnering with Megan Brown of Soaring Souls, a
yoga and wellbeing business based in Roma and Jen
Coggan from Injune who has a long relationship with
the Missionary Sisters of Service.

Megan Brown, (third from left) Jen Coggan (front left) and Highways and Byways 
Toowoomba Branch Chair Clare Smith (front right) met with community members of Roma 

in September 2019 sharing ideas and developing the concept of Seeds of Connection. 

Megan, who is the Program Coordinator and Jen,
Program Mentor showed great capacity to adapt to
Covid 19 circumstances and work out ways to
support community members through the various
stages of lockdown. Activities such as Care Packs
for isolated community members and Zoom
Cuppa sessions sprung up quickly.

Programs have evolved since March according to
community need. Megan has been working with
young people in partnership with a local
community organisation, seated yoga classes
continue, and an Indigenous Women’s Group has
been established. The flexibility and responsiveness
of Seeds of Connection is an important part of the
program, as is Megan and Jen’s capacity to engage
with community members, listen deeply and
respond accordingly.

We are committed to supporting this program
again in 2021.



Our Annual Memorial lectures across
Australia are held in memory of Fr John Wallis, who founded
the Missionary Sisters of Service.

The aim of the lectures is to inspire us, challenge our
thinking and nourish our souls.

We were delighted to host three wonderful lectures during
this financial year being reported on – in Melbourne and
Hobart in 2019, and Toowoomba in 2020.

Women of Faith 
Leading the Way
Melbourne  13th August 2019

Presented by Geraldine Doogue AO (left) in 
conversation with 

Stancea Vichie mss
Congregational Leader 

and   
Zuleyha Keskin  

from the Centre for Islamic Studies and 
Civilization  (below)

OUR JOHN WALLIS 
MEMORIAL LECTURES

Continuing the Journey –
Charitable Engagement 

with new frontiers

Hobart  12th September 2019

Presented by Deb Kent, 
CEO and Principal of 

Jesuit College of Spirituality 

Melbourne lecture attendees engaging with the presenters and the topic! Photos; Fiona Basile
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A Personal Journey of Faith
Presented by Lindy Chamberlain-Creighton

Toowoomba  8th March 2020

Book Launches: On the
same occasion as the memorial
lectures in both Hobart and
Toowoomba, a book launch was
held for Dear Mother, Dear Father:
Letters Home from John Corcoran
Wallis 1927 – 1949.

This beautiful book was compiled
and edited by Bernadette Wallis
MSS. The book comprises 100
letters written by John Wallis
during his seminary years,
priesthood and in the founding of
the Missionary Sisters of Service.

Each chapter also includes
commentary by an eminent
Australian.

During this financial year further
public book launches were held in
Melbourne, Launceston, Yea
Victoria (birthplace of Fr John
Wallis), and Brisbane.

Left: Lindy Chamberlain-Creighton 
presenting the 2020 John Wallis 

Memorial lecture in Toowoomba on 
8th March 2020.

Above: Stancea Vichie mss and Bernadette Wallis mss launching the book Dear Mother Dear Father 
in Toowoomba on 8th March 2020.
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FINANCIAL REPORT 2019 - 2020

The 2019-20 financial year marked the end of the
process of transferring the last assets of the John
Wallis Foundation into Highways and Byways. In
the previous year, this process resulted in
Highways and Byways recording a surplus of over
$700,000. Correspondingly, the completion of the
process in 2019-20 has been one of three major
influences which have contributed to a surplus of
very similar proportions. These three major
contributing factors were:

(i) The continuation of generous support from the
Missionary Sisters of Service in the form of a large
gift of assets to Highways and Byways;

(ii) Another charity, the House of the Gentle
Bunyip Inc., winding up its operations and
generously making a large donation to Highways
and Byways; and

(iii) The remaining cash and investment assets of
the John Wallis Foundation being transferred to
Highways and Byways.

The result has placed Highways and Byways in a
good position to continue to grow and so gain the
cost benefits available from increased scale.

The covid-19 pandemic in the latter part of the
financial year had a negative impact on
confidence and on the flow of donations. It also
had negative effects on our ability to proceed in
the ways we would prefer with both small grant
allocations and our programs. The operation of the
office was also affected by the necessary
restrictions introduced to limit the spread of the
virus. The overall impact was such that Highways
and Byways, like so many organisations, qualified
for government support. This financial assistance
was beneficial for the organisation and its
employees and contributed substantially to
Highways and Byways continuing to achieve its
main financial and operational goals for the year.
However, one unfortunate outcome of the
restrictions was that many potential recipients of
small grants from Highways and Byways were

unable to proceed adequately with their plans,
with the result that the total value of such grants
in 2019-20 was less than half that of the previous
year.

The increased community needs resulting from
the pandemic have combined with the lessened
confidence and financial security evident in many
parts of Australian society to heighten the
competition for what is now temporarily a
potentially reduced pool of donor-provided
funding for charities. In this environment,
Highways and Byways is blessed with a reliable
base of generous donors, something which greatly
facilitates ongoing planning and implementation
of initiatives.

In terms of further increasing the organisation’s
investment pool, which is intended as a source of
income to support our operations particularly in
times of less favourable economic conditions,
investigations are continuing into the possibility of
offering donors the opportunity to establish a sub-
fund with Highways and Byways. Such funds can
be attractive to individuals and families and allow
the creation of closer relationships with the major
donors establishing them.

Now that Highways and Byways has replaced the
John Wallis Foundation, it is important that any
bequests to the John Wallis Foundation that
donors may already have arranged through their
will or a codicil to that will have now been
assigned to Highways and Byways. Anyone who
requires assistance with that change or wishes to
establish such a bequest to Highways and Byways,
is urged to contact the Highways and Byways
office.

More than ever, there are unmet needs in the
Australian community that Highways and Byways
seeks to identify and help address. We are well
equipped to do so and are grateful for the
continuing support of donors, volunteers, and
indeed the whole Highways and Byways
community in this important task.

Brian Lennon
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GOVERNANCE – OUR BOARD

Director – Chair Communications and Fundraising Committee

Martin has a wealth of business experience implementing solutions for national
and global clients. His roles include senior client relationships, contract
negotiation, business development and technology innovation and
implementation.

Director – Finance and Administration Committee, Communications and 
Fundraising Committee 

Jeff is a qualified Company Director with extensive experience in government
board roles. He has a background in public sector leadership, organization
governance and risk management.
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Director  - Finance and Administration Committee, Projects Committee

Marg Casey has a background in parish and school administration, vocations 
ministry at state and national levels, health ethics, social services and homelessness. 
She has worked in Church organisations, as an administrator, editor, executive 
director and volunteer program co-ordinator to name a few. 

Marg Casey
Chairperson

Martin Allen 

Jeff Byrne

Bernadette Hogan

Director – Chair Projects Committee

Bernadette has worked as a social worker and teacher across Australia. She has
worked in indigenous communities in various rural regions and in community
services organisations assisting vulnerable families.

Bernadette Madden 
MSS

Director – Projects Committee,  

Bernadette lives in Birchip, rural Victoria. Bernadette has taken on many executive
roles in local and regional organisations including serving a term as a Shire
Councillor. She is passionate about supporting small regional communities towards
strength and resilience and sees very real opportunities for Australian farming
communities to lead the way in developing and promoting sustainable, climate-
friendly solutions and practices.

Director – Treasurer, Finance and Administration Committee

Brian has more than 40 years operational and executive experience covering
human resources management, organisation development, and
superannuation administration in the mining and finance industries.
His qualifications and interests also extend to investment, climate change,
hydrology and ecosystems.

Brian Lennon



GOVERNANCE – OUR BOARD

Director – Projects Committee

Bernadette is currently on the MSS Stewardship Council. Bernadette has
extensive experience in community engagement initiatives, leadership
development, advocacy, pastoral care and counselling, as well as project
management.

Stancea is a member of the MSS Stewardship Council and is currently the 
Congregational Leader of the Missionary Sisters of Service.

She has worked amongst people from many different cultures and
backgrounds in urban, rural and outback regions of Australia, as well as
periods in other countries.

Her work has included pastoral work, leadership formation, human rights
advocacy, asylum seeker communities, and working towards the elimination
of human trafficking.
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Stancea Vichie MSS

Bernadette Wallis 
MSS

Missionary Sisters of Service 
Congregational Leader

Director

Donna brings more than 20 years of national and international experience
in business strategy, marketing and performance across the private and
public sectors. She holds a Masters in Marketing, Certificate in Statistics,
Black Belt Lean Six Sigma and success in portfolio and technology delivery.

Donna is passionate about community programs that support people who
need it the most. Donna resigned in May 2020.Donna Thompson

Director – Communications and Fundraising Committee

Corrie believes each opportunity during her time as an MSS has opened the
door to another rich life experience. These experiences includes pastoral and
leadership formation, adult education, human and spiritual development
and building interfaith relationships and understanding. Corrie resigned
from the Board in February 2020.

Corrie van den Bosch 
MSS



Liz McAloon
Executive Officer

Highways & 
Byways

(Full time)

Jill Elliot
Finance  Officer
MSS and H&B

(Part-time) 

OUR PATRONS

Andrea Butler
Administration Officer

MSS and H&B
(Part-time)

Paul Jackson
Finance Manager

MSS and H&B
(Part-Time) 

Amanda Freeman
Events Officer
MSS and H&B

(Casual)
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OUR OFFICE STAFF

Clare McShane
TAS

Mary Wagner AM
QLD

Bishop Pat Power
QLD



“There are many theologies, but 
only one charity.”
Fr John Wallis

Thank you to all who generously donate to our programs
each year.

Through your funds, Highways and Byways – A Community of
Service can continue to support those who are creating a better
world – where the dignity of each person is respected and valued.

We want to say a special Thank You to Tobin Brothers Funerals
for the printing of this Annual Report.

Above :  Cleve Country Quilters Lyn Illman and Catherine Summers. (see Page 10)
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Highways and Byways – A Community of Service Continues in the spirit and  Mission of the 
Missionary Sisters of Service and Fr. John Wallis   

We stand by First Nations people to “walk with us in a
movement of the Australian people for a better future”.

The Uluru Statement from the heart was issued to the Australian people in
May 2017 following almost two years of work.



HIGHWAYS AND BYWAYS – A COMMUNITY OF SERVICE supports people and communities 
experiencing  hardship and disadvantage, especially in rural  Australia. 

We do this through our annual grants program and longer term initiatives in small rural 
communities where we partner with a local organisation. 

Highways and Byways is a registered charity with the 
Australian Charities and Not-For-Profits Commission. 

Highways and Byways continues the vision and mission of 
the Missionary Sisters of Service and Father John Wallis.

Address: PO Box 2075 Rangeview, VIC 3132

Phone: 03 9873 5520

Email:           admin@highwaysandbywaysltd.org.au

Website:      highwaysandbyways.org.au

Facebook @highwaysandbyways.org.au

Twitter @HighwaysByways1

Instagram highwaysandbywaysltd


